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Preface
The present special issue contains articles based on some of the talks given at the International Conference
“Combinatorics2006”, held in Ischia (Naples) from June 25th to July 1st 2006, organized by the Naples Unit of the Research
Group (PRIN) ”Geometric and Algebraic Structures and Combinatorics” of Italian Ministero dell’Università e della Ricerca
Scientifica.
Almost two hundred participants from more than twenty different countries, representing every continent, gathered to
review the scientific achievement over the last few years and to set new research directions for many fields in Combinatorics,
ranging from pure to applied mathematics.
Eighteen invited speakers gave one-hour Plenary Addresses, covering a wide range of the present research main topics,
and there were about one hundred short communications, divided into three parallel sessions, devoted to various recent
developments in Finite Geometries, Design and Graph Theory, and Algebraic Combinatorics.
We are grateful for financial support from the Department of Mathematics and Applications of the University of Naples
“Federico II”, the Department of Mathematics and the Faculty of Sciences of the Second University of Naples, and GNSAGA
of Indam.
We also express our warmest thanks to Laura Bader, Nicola Durante, Giuseppe Marino, Olga Polverino, Rocco Trombetti
and Valentina Pepe for their hard work in organizing the Conference, and to all the referees whose valuable assistance
allowed us to publish this volume.
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